THE STATE OF TEXAS
JUNE 14, 1971
COUNTY OF JOHNSON

AT A REGULAR MEETI NG OF THE COW SSI ONERS' COURT in and for Johnson
County, Texas, on the above nentioned date at the Courthouse at C eburne,
Texas, with the follow ng nenbers present: Thomas E. Ball, County Judge, C W
At wood, Commi ssioner Precinct No. 1, O B. Hadl ey, Conmi ssioner Precinct No.
2, W |. Boteler, Conm ssioner of Precinct No. 3, B. B. Al dridge, Comm ssioner
Precinct No. 4, and Joe L. Townes, County C erk.

Meeting was opened with a prayer by the Reverend Joe Know es.

A notion was nade by Conmmi ssioner Hadl ey and seconded by Comnri ssi oner
Atwood that all bills against Johnson County be all owed and ordered paid, as
subm tted, exam ned in open court, and properly endorsed.

Al voted aye.

A notion was nade by Conmi ssioner Hadl ey and seconded by Comni ssi oner
Al dridge to pay Texas Power & Light Conpany $2,960.00 and private contractor
$1,000.00 to install underground electrical service to the courthouse — enter
contract not to exceed $3, 960. 00.

Al voted aye.

A notion was made by Conmm ssioner Atwood and seconded by Conmi ssioner
Hadl ey to approve the Deputation of Richard F. Pearson as a Deputy Sheriff.

Al voted aye.

A notion was nade by Comni ssioner Al dridge and seconded by Comm ssi oner
Hadl ey to approve pl aci ng of marker on courthouse |awn by United Daughters of
t he Conf ederacy.

Al voted aye.

The followi ng Texas Hi ghway Departnment |letter was read and approved:

TEXAS H GHWAY DEPARTMENT
P. O Box 6868
Fort Wrth, Texas 76115

June 4, 1971

Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act of 1969
Negati ve Environnental Declaration

Control 259-5 & 260-1
Johnson County Cerk
U S. Highway 67: From O eburne to Ellis County Line

Honor abl e Thonmas E. Ball
County Judge, Johnson County
County Courthouse

Cl eburne, Texas 76031



Dear Judge Ball:

In conpliance with paragraph 5 (b), Draft Instructional Menorandum dated

Novenmber 24, 1970, “Interim Quidelines for Inplenmentation of Section 102(2)of

the National Environnental Policy Act of 1969,” attached is a copy of the

negati ve environnmental declaration covering the proposed inprovenents on the

above described section of U S. 67.

This is for your information and file.

Yours very truly,
R W Crook
Di strict Engineer
LG.: bc Attachnent
TEXAS H GHWAY DEPARTMENT
NEGATI VE ENVI RONMENTAL DECLARATI ON
FOR
U S. H GHWAY 67
FROM CLEBURNE
TO ELLI'S COUNTY LI NE
I N JOHNSON

1. DESCRI PTI ON OF EXI STING FACILITY: This project is located in Johnson
County. The existing roadway consists of a two-lane 26" asphalt surface
with surfaced shoulders in fair condition. At the City of Alvarado there
are two short segnents of divided roadway.

2. DESCRI PTI ON OF PROPCSED PRQJECT: During the presentation of the Fort
Wort h Chanber of Commrerce Hi ghway Committee before the Texas Hi ghway
Conmi ssi on on August 1, 1969, a request was nmade for the H ghway
Departnent to investigate the possibility of providing a four |ane
hi ghway from C eburne east to the Ellis County Line along U S. H ghway
67. On Septenber 30, 1969, the Texas H ghway Comm ssion issued M nute
Order No. 62781, which directed the State Hi ghway Engi neer to enter into
Contractual Agreenments with the appropriate local officials for the
purchase of required right of way in Johnson County on U S. H ghway 67
fromdC eburne to the Ellis County Line, a distance of approximately 16.7
mles.

The proposed expansion to a four-lane facility consists of using the

exi sting two-1ane highway and developing it into a section generally to
be four 12-foot lanes with a 16-foot paved left turn nedina, all of which
is to be constructed within the existing right of way. Construction
easenments for back slopes will be required at 15 locations with the width
varying from2 to 20 feet. The area of the easenents will be

approximtely 3.5 acres. Existing R O W width varies, with a mni mum

of 120 ft. within the Cties of Ceburne and Keene, a curb and gutter



muni ci pal section of 86 feet of roadway will be constructed. The
approximate 2.25 mles of existing 220 foot usual right of way al ong the
exi sting Al varado bypass will be used to develop a four-Ilane divided
section with a normative 60 foot nedian
3. PURPOSE OF PROPCSED PRQIECT: A multi-lane facility is needed because of
the increase in traffic volume along U S. H ghway 67. The increase in
traffic volume from 4,600 ADT 1970 to estinmated 15,000 ADT 1990 requires
this highway to be upgraded to safely handle the traffic.
4. DI SCUSSI ON OF ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACTS: No controversial issues have
devel oped because of the proposed project along the existing route.
Significant alteration of the existing character of the area will be very
m nor due to the proposed project. The | and use between O eburne and Al varado
has been as small farnms on relatively poor, brown clayey soil, with increasing
conversion to residential use. The | and between Al varado and the Ellis County
l[ine is generally black, sandy |loam and the |and has remained in agricultural
use. Future land use along this project is anticipated to be by way of snal
acreage, residential devel opnents. No people or businesses will be displaced
due to the proposed project being constructed along and within the existing
ri ght of way.

I npact on recreation lands will not be of any consequence due to this
pr oj ect .

There is the usual limted extent of bird and small animal wildlife found
in the general vicinity of existing roadways passing through rural |ands, and
it is assuned that this project will not have any detrinental effect on the
pattern or behavior of these wildlife species. A careful survey of all the
trees alongside this highway for the 16.7 nmiles in question, nmade easy by
usual wi nter denudation of deciduous trees, disclosed only a single bird nest
above the right of way, and that was on a very high branch of a tree actually
rooted in contiguous private property. There is no reason to expect this
single nest to be disturbed by this proposed project.

The conversion of the present grass slopes of the existing highway right
of way to pavenent will involve destruction of the relatively few large trees
presently extent, which are in the i medi ate construction area or appear to be
a definite safety hazard to the traveling public. This unavoi dable

circunstance is mtigated by the fact that snaller trees will be sal vaged by



renoval to some other right of way site in District 2 for replanting for shade
of for culvert demarcation. The engi neer and | andscape architect shall work
jointly toward the objective of preserving trees for their scenic, historic
and acsthetic val ue.

In summati on, inasnmuch, as there is little or no wildlife domciled on
the right of way of this proposed project, no adverse inpacts upon animals and
birds are to be expected.

Air or water pollution problens do not appear to exist because this
wi dening project will result in the replacenent of slope and ditch portions of
existing right of way with conduit and pavenent.

No effect on the water table of the area can be foreseen due to the snal
anount of excavation required on this type project.

Benefits to local and | ong distance travel will be increased by this nore
useful facility which has become necessary due to the growing traffic vol une
along this route. The increased conversion of land use to small residential
acreage already has placed a substantial need for left-turn or cross-over
protection for local traffic. The only other alternative is to abandon al
hi ghway construction along this route and pernit inpossible traffic conditions
to devel op

Transportation quality of the general area will be upgraded by the
addi tional | anes being used for passing and safety.

Soci al and econom ¢ opportunities for area residents woul d appear to be
in the fact that people can live out of the city but have nore convenient,
better, and safer access to the nmetropolitan areas for work and recreation as
they ny desire, because of these proposed inprovenents.

Enpl oynent opportunities will increase during the short term period of
road construction, and the travel time for |local residents to their jobs wll
be shortened after conpletion of the project.

No schools will be affected directly, however, the bus routes of sone of
the |l ocal school systens use this highway. The wi dening of the existing two-
| ane roadway will rmake it safer for the school children

No religious organizations or places of worship will be affected by this
proposed project.

5. BASI S FOR NEGATI VE DECLARATI ON: There is no action, as defined by

Departnent of Transportation Order DOT 5610.1, Cctober 7, 1970, that will have



a detrinmental effect on the quality of human environnent as a result of the
proposed project.

APPROVAL RECOMVENDED:

/sI R W Crook 5/7/71
Di strict Engineer Dat e
APPROVED:

J. C. Dingwall

State H ghway Engi neer

By /s/ R F. Lews

Chi ef Engi neer of H ghway Design 5/11/71
Dat e

ENDORSEMENT TO TEXAS H GHWAY DEPARTMENT:
Concur J. F. Cary

Di vi si on Engi neer

Federal Hi ghway Admi nistration

TRANSM TTED TO TEXAS H GHWAY DEPARTMENT’ S DI STRI CT OFFI CE 5/ 14/ 71
Dat ed ¢

Commi ssi oner Atwood will nake Traffic Count and refer to court in regard
to First United Pentecostal Church’s request for paving of Ridgeway Drive.

A notion was nade by Comnm ssioner Atwood and seconded by Comni ssi oner
Al dridge to extend cancellation of mmintenance contract with Qis El evator
Conpany to Septenber 1, 1971.

Al voted aye.

A notion was made by Conmm ssioner Botel er and seconded by Conmi ssioner
Hadl ey to amend original notion to pay extra sunmer help in courthouse $1.50
per hour instead of $1.00 per hour.

Al voted aye.

County Auditor was authorized to advertise for bids on two wi ndow units —
new refrigerated — air conditioners — for County Agent.

A notion was nade by Conmi ssioner Hadl ey and seconded by Comni ssi oner
Al dridge to reinvest $10,000.00 Certificate of Deposit for Courthouse and Jail
for six (6) nmonths that matured June 13, 1971.

Al voted aye.

THERE BEI NG NO FURTHER BUSI NESS, COURT ADJOURNED.

COUNTY CLERK COUNTY JUDCGE
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