THE STATE OF TEXAS
JANUARY 4, 1971

COUNTY OF JOHNSON

BE | T REMEMBERED AT A REGULAR MEETI NG OF THE COW SSI ONERS' COURT in and
for Johnson County, Texas, on the above nentioned date at the Courthouse at
O eburne, Texas, with the followi ng nmenbers present: Thomas E. Ball, County
Judge, C W Atwood, Conmmi ssioner of Precinct No. 1, O B. Hadl ey,

Commi ssi oner of Precinct No. 2, W |. Boteler, Conm ssioner of Precinct No. 3,
B. B. Aldridge, Conm ssioner of Precinct No. 4 and Joe L. Townes, County
C erk.

A notion was nade by Conmi ssioner Atwood and seconded by Comni ssi oner

Botel er that the foll owi ng Resol uti on be approved as read.
“ RESOLUTI ON’

BE | T RESOLVED t hat the Commi ssioners’ Court of Johnson County, Texas, in
Regul ar session, on this the 4'" day of January, 1971, all nenbers being
present, do unani nously adopt the proposed Bill providing for concurrent
crimnal and civil jurisdiction of the 18" Judicial District Court and the
County Court of Johnson County, Texas, as set forth in said attached proposed
Bill;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to our
State Senator, Honorable J. P. Wird, and to our State Representative,
Honorable J. E. Ward, requesting that they have it placed on the agenda of the
next regul ar session of the Legislature and caused to be passed as |aw, as
soon as possi bl e.

SI GNED, at C eburne, Texas, on the date herei nabove st ated.

/sl Thomas E. Ball
Thomas E. Ball, County Judge

/sl C. W Atwood

C. W Atwood, Commi ssioner, Precinct No. 1
/ s/ O B. Hadl ey,

O B. Hadl ey, Conmissioner, Precinct No. 2
/sl W |. Boteler

W |. Boteler, Comm ssioner, Precinct No. 3
/sl B. B. Adridge

B. B. Aldridge, Conm ssioner, Precinct No. 4



A BILL TO BE ENTI TLED
AN ACT

relating to defining the jurisdiction of the County Court of Johnson County
and the jurisdiction of the District Court of Johnson County; relating to
prescribing the duties of the District COerk and the County Attorney of
Johnson County; anendi ng Chapter 102, Acts of the 51° Legislature, Regular
Session, 1949 (Articles 1970-335, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes); and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Section 1. Chapter 102, Acts of the 51° Legislature, Regul ar Session,
1949 (Article 1907-355, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

“Section 1. The County Court of Johnson County shall have and
exerci se the general jurisdiction of a probate court, shall probate wlls,
appoi nt guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non conpos nmentis, and
common drunkards; grant letters testanentary and of adm nistration; settle the
accounts of executors, admnistrators, and guardi ans transact all business
pertaining to the estates of deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
person non conpos nentis, and common drunkards, including the partition
settlenment, and distribution of estates of deceased persons pending in such
Court; to conduct |unacy hearings; to apprentice minors as provided by |aw,
and to issued all wits necessary for the enforcenment of its own jurisdiction;
to puni sh contenpt under such provisions as now or may be provided for by
CGeneral Law governing County Courts throughout the State; and in addition
thereto, said County Court of Johnson County and the Judge thereof, subject to
the condition hereinafter stated, shall have jurisdiction over matters of
em nent domain and other original civil jurisdiction, and original crimna
jurisdiction and appellate civil jurisdiction and appellate crim nal
jurisdiction as are nornally exercised by County Courts under the Constitution
and General Laws of this State; provided, however, that all future Statutes
pertaining to probate matters enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas
shall be operative in Johnson County as fully as though this Stature had not
been enact ed.

“Section 2. The Judge of the District Court of Johnson County will
be the presiding Judge, insofar as said District Court and said County Court
are concerned, over original jurisdiction in matters of em nent domain, as
well as original and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and crimnal matters
in causes over which by the laws of this State the County Court of Johnson
County woul d have original or appellate jurisdiction; and all such causes w |
be filed with the District Cerk of Johnson County in said District Court. The
Judge of the District Court of Johnson County may, in his discretion, assign
to the County Court of Johnson County, for trial and disposition, cases, or
portions thereof, of emnent domain as well as cases of original and appellate
jurisdiction in civil and crimnal matters and causes over which, by the
Ceneral laws of this State, the County Court of Johnson County woul d have
original or appellate jurisdiction. Such assignnments shall be made by docket
notation. The purpose and intent of this Statute is to vest the District Court
of Johnson County and the County Court of Johnson County w th concurrent
jurisdiction over matters of em nent domain as well as original and appellate
jurisdiction in all civil and crimnal matters over which, by the General Laws
of this State, the County Court of Johnson County would have original or
appel late jurisdiction, subject to the control over assignments of such cases,
or parts thereof, by the said District Court, as herei nabove set out.

“Section 3. The District derk of Johnson County shall continue to
performall the clerical functions of and for the County Court of Johnson
County, insofar as all matters and causes over which the said District Court



and County Court have concurrent jurisdiction, as herei nabove set out, said
Cerk shall charge fees at the rate set by law for County Court cases.

“Section 4. The duties of the County Attorney of Johnson County
shall not be in any nanner changed or affected by this Act; and said County
Attorney shall have and performthe sane duties as were had and perforned
prior to the passage of this Act”.

“Sec. 2. The crowded condition of the docket of the District Court of
Johnson County establishes and creates an inperative public necessity and
enmergency requiring the constitutional rule that bills be read on three
several days in each house be suspended, and said rule is hereby suspended and
this Act shall take effect fromand after its passage, and it is so enacted.”

Al voted aye.

M. J. G Jones, WIf Trapper for Johnson County, Texas, was present and
presented his nonthly report.

A notion was nade by Comm ssioner Atwood and seconded by Comni ssi oner
Al l dridge with notion passing unani nously the Conmm ssioners’ Court of Johnson
County hereby authorizes the Conmi ssioner shown bel ow to use County enpl oyees

and equi prent to construct and/or maintain a private road within his precinct

as shown bel ow, as authorized by Article 6821b, Texas Statutes, to-wt:

PERSON DESCRI PTI ON OF WORK COW SSI ONER AUTHORI ZED
REQUESTI NG WORK AND LOCATI ON OF JOB TO DO THE WORK
C. W Harver 1 | oad gravel - Prec. No. 1
Oof CR 1125
Lester Justice Ditch work-off C R 1205 Prec. No. 1
Ray Wite Haul 2 | oads gravel for private Prec. No. 3

Driveway off CR 213, 3 mles
Sout h of Venus

Mary Eilers Haul 1 | oad gravel for private Prec. No. 3
Wrk off CR 532-2 % S.E. Burl eson

Cenetery Associ ation Mai ntain driveway in Gandview Prec. No. 4
Cenetery for 1 year

R L. Tryon Haul gravel for private road off Prec. No. 3
CR 707-approximately 4 mles
N. W Al var ado

A notion was made by Conmm ssioner Atwood and seconded by Conm ssioner
Hadl ey that the followi ng Resol ution be approved:

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the Conmi ssioners’ Court received a petition to
close a portion of a county road, and that said notices were posted in
accordance with | aw and that no objections have been formally made to the
Comm ssioners’ Court to such closing;

THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that the Conm ssioners’ Court, at its regular
nmeeting on January 4, 1971, unani nmously approved this Resolution closing that

certain portion of a county road described as foll ows:



BEG NNI NG at the intersection of State H ghway No. 174, 1.8 niles South
of Rio Vista, extending Northwest to the end of County Road No. 1207 at the
North boundary of the Truman D. Fuqua farm
said closing effective January 4, 1971. Al voted aye.

Judge Ball brought up the matter of setting of holiday schedul e for
courthouse during 1971. The Court was of the opinion that since the el ected
of ficials have been setting the holidays for many years, that they should
conti nue doing so, although Judge Ball expressed his opinion that this was a
function of the Court. Mdtion was made by Conmi ssioner Botel er and seconded by
Comm ssioner Al dridge, that the Court delegate to the elected officials the
authority to set holidays for the courthouse for 1971

Al voted aye.

A notion was made by Conmm ssioner Botel er and seconded by Conmi ssioner
Al dridge that all bills against Johnson County be all owed, as subnmitted, and
ordered paid, examined in open court, and properly endorsed.

Al voted aye.

A notion was nade by Comni ssioner Botel er and seconded by Conmi ssi oner
Atwood that the matter of a $30,000 Certificate of Deposit, which was due
January 2, 1971, be cashed and the funds placed in the R ght of Way Fund,
there being | ess than $12,000 now in the fund, according to the Auditor’s
Ofice.

Al voted aye.

M. D. H Baker appeared before the Court with a request that the
Courthouse remain open for at least a half day on Saturday, stating it worked
a great hardship on citizens who work Monday through Friday. Conmi ssioner
Bot el er suggested that M. Baker might appear before the elected officials
when they neet to set the holiday schedul e and Judge Ball suggested that he
appoint a conmittee of the Conmissioners to check with the Downtown Merchants,
Bar Association and others and get their reactions. Judge Ball said he wll
appoint this commttee and the conmittee will nake its report at the February
first nmeeting of the Court.

The matter of appointnment of tow nenbers to the Rural Fire Conm ssion
(the terns of R N Bransom of Burleson and Johnny Chapnan of Ri o Vista,
havi ng expired Decenber 31, 1970) was passed to January 11, 1971, neeting of

the Court. Conmi ssioner Botel er having suggested we get sone reconmendati ons



concerning the replacenent of M. Bransom and Conm ssioner Aldridge said he
talked with the Fire Departnment at Rio Vista and others and believed that M.
Chapman shoul d be reappoi nt ed.

M. Gordon Parks, County Auditor, was asked by Judge Ball that he prepare
a report of the County’'s financial condition for presentation at the neeting
of the Court on January 11'". Judge Ball al so asked that he prepare for the
Court a report showi ng how nuch was spent by the Sheriff’s Departnent during
1970 for autonobile repairs, tires, gas and oil and how nuch was spent by this
department |ast year on groceries. It was agreed that denn Mtchell wll
continue to furnish nonthly reports on the Sheriff’s Departnent expenses. M.
Parks stated that he would furnish the Court an operating report each nonth,
which will show the status of the budget of each office and departnent.

M. Lewis Mon, Juvenile Oficer, appeared before the Court regarding the
budget set for his office, stating there was nothing set up for car expense.
It was agreed that the Juvenile Oficer will use the Civil Defense Dodge pick
up for the tinme being and a credit card. M. Mon also said there was only
$300.00 in his budget for tel ephone expense and it was suggested that he be as
conservative as possible and if he runs out of noney to come back to court in
this regard.

Judge Ball advised the Court that the County School Board had appointed
Doyl e Stal cup as School Attendance O ficer and that the County Juvenile
Oficer will not have this job as was first planned when it was believed that
t he County School Superintendent’s Ofice was to be abolished. M. J. W
Patterson, who was appoi nted County School Superintendent for one year by the
Commi ssioners’ Court, was asked to conme in and he said the School Board had a
contract with M. Stalcup that if the office of School Superintendent
continued that M. Stalcup would continue to act as School Attendance O ficer
at a salary of $200.00 a nonth. Judge Ball stated that the County’s Budget
wi || need anendi ng on account of this change in School Attendance O ficer.

M. Louis B. Lee, outgoing County Cerk, was present and requested
perm ssion to purchase an old manual typewiter which has been in his office
for some twenty years. Mdtion was nmade by Conm ssioner Botel er and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Atwood that the County sell this typewiter to M. Lee for the
sum of $20. 00.

Al voted aye.



It was agreed by the Court that the Mnutes of the previous neeting would
be red and approved at each subsequent neeting of the Court.

There being no further business, Court is hereby adjourned.

COUNTY CLERK COUNTY JUDCE
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