STATE OF TEXAS

[APRT 26_1979]

COUNTY OF JOHNSON

BE | T REMEMBERED AT A SPECI AL CALLED MEETI NG OF THE COVM SSI ONERS COURT
IN AND FOR JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS, on the above-nenti oned date at the
Courthouse in Ceburne, Johnson County, Texas, for the consideration of
anmbul ance service to the rural residents in the Burleson area.

Court convened at 9:00 AM wth the follow ng nmenbers present: C W
At wood, Conmi ssioner of Precinct No.1, A J. Lanbert, Conm ssioner of Precinct
No. 2, Loyd H Reese, Comm ssioner of Precinct No.3, and B.B. Aldridge,
Commi ssi oner of Precinct No.4 and Judge Altaras, County Judge and Joe L.
Townes, County d erk.

The neeting was opened with a wel com ng address by the County Judge.

Dr. Arthur L. Raines, Co-Coordinator of the Trinity Energency Medi cal
Service, which was forned with a Federal Gant in 1973, presented the training
| evel of anbul ance personnel for each of the eight (8) counties covered which

i ncl udes Johnson County, also the fatality rate in injury accidents since

1972, and the Errergency Medi cal Servi ces] equi prent in Johnson County furnished

by Federal grant noney in the anount of $116,871.74, as follows:

M. Bryan Bl edsoe, Training Co-Ordinator for Tarrant County Emergency
Medi cal Services, presented a research on cost figures of subsidy paynents to
private anbul ance conpanies in Tarrant County.

Jack Browder, Adm nistrator Johnson County Menorial Hospital, stated that
t he Hospital anbul ance service is |osing noney each year in providing county-
w de anbul ance servi ce.

Lost $10,678.00 in 1976

Lost $14,168.00 in 1977

Lost $23,928.00 in 1978

Projected | oss for 1979 $30, 000. 00, which is absorbed by the hospital
authority. He al so enphasi zed that the Johnson County Menorial Hospital
Anmbul ance Service will answer calls anywhere in the County twenty four (24)
hours per day.

M. John Fl echer, nmanager of Radio Station K C.L.E. ran a survey on the

followi ng questions in regard to anmbul ance service in Johnson County:

1. Rai se taxes to provide a County wi de anbul ance system



Subscri ption services from peopl e.
Create ambul ance districts.

Leave service as is.

Present own plan.

oRhwd

M. Fletcher stated that there was very little, if any, interest as only
two (2) peopl e responded.

M. Joe Barret, acting Gty Manager, for the City of Burleson, presented

the following resolution fromthe |Burl eson Gty Council ]

Revered Leon Johnson presented the foll ow ng supporti ng the

proposal of S. O S (Save Qur Service) for the appointnment of a county w de
commttee to investigate the feasibility of a county w de anbul ance servi ce.
M. Johnson al so pointed out the need of energency nedical service anbul ance
for the northern part of Johnson County since response time from Johnson
County Menorial Hospital is about 15 minutes, which in the opinion of the
petitioners is too long and felt that the County shoul d subsidize the EMS.
since approximately 714 citizens donated $10, 000.00 toward nmi ntaining the

service for the remai nder of 1979.

M chael Shelton, Manager of Mbile Life Support Services, for the
Bur| eson area anbul ance service, stated that the anpbunt needed to subsidize

his services per nonth is $8,000. 00 — broken down as follows:

Burl eson $4, 800. 00
County derk 3, 000. 00
Bri ar oaks 200. 00

Total subsidy anmobunts to $96, 000. 00 per year as of this date.

Upon questioning by the court M. Shelton stated that M. Jones of the
Jones Funeral Hone of Burleson in fact was the owner of the Mbile Life
Support services and paid all salaries and all debts, and that he was only the
manager. At the present tinme Burleson is paying $5,500.00 per nonth subsidy,
which is the only anount being paid by anyone.

J.W Dickey fromthe Bono Area stated that he could understand the
position pressing the people of the northern portion of the County in regard
to their need for Enmergency Medical Anbul ance Service, but what is good for

one part of the county is good for the whole county, and that he was not for a



tax raise for the entire county to pay energency nedi cal anbul ance service
that would serve only a small part of the county, and that the Johnson County
Menori al Hospital Anbul ance service is serving the rest of the County which is
equally as far away as the northern part of the county, and that the Johnson
County Menorial Hospital Anmbul ance service is serving the rest of the County
which is equally as far away as the northern part of the county.

M. VWayne Neely, an Arlington Fireman, living in Grandview stated that
the Grandvi ew area was served by a volunteer rescue unit with EMS. trained
personnel, and that the entire operation was supported by donations that there
was no set charge for the service-only what the patient wi shed to pay, if any.
That fund raising was held once a year to obtain needed funds.

M. Orval VanZandt, fromthe Freel and-H ghl and Conmunity, stated that he
lived 16 miles in the opposite direction fromBurleson, and agreed with M.

Di ckey that the County does not need any nore taxes, that everyone shoul d pay
their own way. Each person chooses where he wishes to |ive and nust accept the
services available to them

John C enments, Rock Creek Community, stated that his famly had lived in
the Northwest part of the County since 1876, that the anbul ance service in the
County presented a conplex situation, that the seventy (70) famlies in his
community are served by the Crowl ey Anbul ance Service and such is provi ded by
each famly naking a yearly donation, and there is no subsidy nmade by the
County.

M. WB. Stribling, Superintendent of Burleson |Independent School
District, was concerned about the response tine for anbul ance service, if
needed, by a school bus accident and recommended that the County subsidize the
necessary funds to assure anbul ance service with a mni numresponse tine.

A notion was nade by Comni ssioner Al dridge and seconded by Comm ssi oner
Atwood not to subsidize enmergency nedi cal anbul ance service as requested by
M. M chael Shelton.

Al voted aye.

JUDGE: Due to the divergent views, | now call for the notion “that the
Texas Legi sl ature pass enabling Legislation allowing a County wi de Referendum

for County w de Anmbul ance Service in Johnson County, Texas.”

M. Lanmbert: | make the notion.



M. Reese: | second it.

Judge: Al in favor say “Aye”

Al'l Comnm ssioners: “Aye”

Judge: Mdtion Carri es.

A notion was nade by Comni ssioner Lanbert and seconded by Conmi ssi oner
Al dridge to adjourn.

Al voted aye.

COUNTY CLERK COUNTY JUDCGE




